(2), (dmf = N,N -dimethylformamide, py = pyridine, H 2 N-saoH 2 = salicylamidoxime) have been synthesized and characterized structurally and magnetically. Both compounds were straightforwardly prepared from the deprotonation of the H 2 N-saoH 2 ligand in the presence of the desired manganese salt and solvent (dmf (1) vs. py (2)). Compound 1 crystallizes in the triclinic system with space group Pī and 2 crystallizes in the monoclinic system with space group P2 1 /n. In the crystal packing of 1 and 2, the (ClO 4 ) − (1) and [ReO 4 ] − (2) anions sit between the cationic [Mn 6 ] 2+ units, which are H-bonded to -NH 2 groups from the salicylamidoxime ligands. The study of the magnetic properties of 1 and 2 revealed ferromagnetic coupling between the Mn III metal ions and the occurrence of slow relaxation of the magnetization, which is a typical feature of single-molecule magnet behavior. The cationic nature of these [Mn 6 ] 2+ species suggests that they could be used as suitable building blocks for preparing new magnetic materials exhibiting additional functionalities.
Introduction
Single-molecule magnets (SMMs) have attracted a great deal of attention during the last two decades [1] , because of their potential applications in quantum information processing [2] , low-temperature cooling [3] , and molecular spintronics [4, 5] . Most of the reported SMMs are based on paramagnetic 3D metal ions, the Mn III ion being one of the more explored in this multidisciplinary research [6] .
In this context, the combination of phenolic oximes and Mn III has proven to be particularly successful in the preparation of SMMs [7] . Thus, a large family of hexanuclear [Mn III 6 ] complexes based on salicylaldoxime and salicylamidoxime ligands (Scheme 1), along with their derivatives, has been investigated [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] . All the family members display the SMM phenomenon, with remarkably different magnetic behavior, antiferromagnetic or ferromagnetic, that is strongly affected by the structural distortion of the Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles. As a result, it established a semi-quantitative magnetostructural correlation that enables the prediction of the magnetic behavior of new [Mn III 6 ] systems [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] .
A search on the Cambridge Structural Database (CSD) revealed more than 100 hits of discrete [Mn III 6 ] molecules based on salicylaldoxime and salicylamidoxime ligands. However, only six of them were cationic [Mn III 6 ] 2+ systems, the rest being neutral complexes [17] [18] [19] . This singular type of SMMs suggests that they could be used as suitable building blocks for preparing new magnetic materials, materials, just by replacing the anion by another anionic species exhibiting an additional functionality [17] [18] [19] . For that reason, we are motivated to investigate the crystal structure and magnetic properties of cationic [Mn III 6] (2) (dmf = N,N′-dimethylformamide, py = pyridine, H2N-saoH2 = salicylamidoxime), which have been characterized structurally and magnetically. Both 1 and 2 behave as SMMs.
Materials and Methods

Reagents and Instruments
All manipulations were performed under aerobic conditions, using materials as received (reagent grade). Although no problems were encountered in this work, care should be taken when using the potentially explosive perchlorate anion. The salicylamidoxime ligand was prepared following the synthetic method described in the literature [21] .
Elemental analyses (C, H, N) were performed with a CE Instruments CHNS 1100 Elemental Analyzer (samples of 25 (1) and 20 mg (2)) by the Central Service for the Support to Experimental Research (SCSIE) at the University of Valencia. Infrared spectra of 1 and 2 were recorded with a PerkinElmer Spectrum 65 FT-IR spectrometer in the 4000-400 cm −1 region. Variable-temperature, solid-state direct current (DC) magnetic susceptibility data down to 2.0 K were collected on a Quantum Design MPMS-XL SQUID magnetometer equipped (Quantum Design, Inc., San Diego, CA, USA) with a 7 T DC magnet. The experimental magnetic data were corrected for the diamagnetic contributions of the constituent atoms (−990.3 × 10 −6 (1) and −1219.8 × 10 −6 emu mol −1 (2)) and also for the sample holder (−3.58 × 10 −6 and −3.45 × 10 −6 emu g −1 for 1 and 2, respectively).
Single-Crystal X-Ray Diffraction
X-ray diffraction data of single crystals of dimensions 0.26 × 0.16 × 0.04 (1) and 0.39 × 0.31 × 0.24 mm 3 (2) were collected on a Bruker D8 Venture diffractometer with PHOTON II detector and by using monochromatized Mo-Kα radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å). Crystal parameters and refinement results for 1 and 2 are summarized in Table 1 .
The structures were solved by standard direct methods and subsequently completed by Fourier recycling by using the SHELXTL software packages. The obtained models were refined with version 2013/4 of SHELXL against F 2 on all data by full-matrix least squares [22] . In both systems, all non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically, and the hydrogen atoms were set in calculated positions and refined isotropically by using the riding model. The highest difference Fourier map peaks were 2.262 (1) and 1.282 eÅ −3 (2), which are located at 0.935 Å of Cl(1) and at 1.029 Å of Re(1), respectively. The graphical manipulations were performed with the DIAMOND program [23] .
CCDC numbers for 1 and 2 are 1882221 and 1882222, respectively. These data can be obtained free of charge from the Cambridge Crystallographic Data Center on the web (http://www.ccdc.cam.ac.uk/data_request/cif). (2) (dmf = N,N -dimethylformamide, py = pyridine, H 2 N-saoH 2 = salicylamidoxime), which have been characterized structurally and magnetically. Both 1 and 2 behave as SMMs.
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Single-Crystal X-Ray Diffraction
X-ray diffraction data of single crystals of dimensions 0.26 × 0.16 × 0.04 (1) and 0.39 × 0.31 × 0.24 mm 3 (2) were collected on a Bruker D8 Venture diffractometer with PHOTON II detector and by using monochromatized Mo-K α radiation (λ = 0.71073 Å). Crystal parameters and refinement results for 1 and 2 are summarized in Table 1 .
CCDC numbers for 1 and 2 are 1882221 and 1882222, respectively. These data can be obtained free of charge from the Cambridge Crystallographic Data Center on the web (http://www.ccdc.cam. ac.uk/data_request/cif). employed for 1 and 2 were slow diffusion by layering with Et 2 O (10 mL) and slow evaporation at room temperature of the resulting solutions, respectively. Both compounds were obtained in satisfactory yields.
It is worth noting that both 1 and 2 are cationic oxime-based [Mn 6 ] 2+ complexes, and only six systems of this type exist in literature, all of them being obtained with the salicylamidoxime ligand [17] [18] [19] . This fact is in contrast to the results obtained from analogous reactions employing similar phenolic oximes, such as salicylaldoxime and its alkyl derivatives, where the isolated complex of the reported works is always a neutral [Mn 6 ] or [Mn 3 ] system.
Description of the Crystal Structures
The crystal structure and exact chemical composition of 1 and 2 were established by single-crystal X-ray diffraction. While 1 crystallizes in the triclinic crystal system with space group Pī, 2 crystallizes in the monoclinic crystal system with space group P2 1 /n ( Table 1 
The crystal structure and exact chemical composition of 1 and 2 were established by single-crystal X-ray diffraction. While 1 crystallizes in the triclinic crystal system with space group Pī, 2 crystallizes in the monoclinic crystal system with space group P21/n ( Table 1 In the crystal packing of 1 and 2, the (ClO 4 there exist π···π off-center parallel stacking interactions of approximately 3.38 Å between aromatic rings of salicylamidoxime ligands of adjacent [Mn6] 2+ complexes, and also weak C-H···C(O) interactions between dmf molecules of neighboring [Mn6] 2+ cations (ca. 3.45 Å). In 2, π···π edge-to-face stacking interactions of ca. 3.49 Å connect aromatic rings of coordinated py molecules and salicylamidoxime ligands of adjacent [Mn6] 2+ units. All these additional interactions help in stabilizing the supramolecular arrangement in 1 and 2. 
Magnetic Properties
DC magnetic susceptibility measurements were performed on microcrystalline samples of 1 and 2 in the 2.0-300 K temperature range and under an external magnetic field of 0.1 T. The magnetic properties of 1 and 2 in the form of χMT vs. T plot (χM being the molar magnetic susceptibility), are shown in Figure 5 . The χMT values observed at 300 K are approximately 20.2 and 20.7 cm 3 ·mol −1 K for 1 and 2, respectively. Although these values are somewhat higher than that expected for six magnetically isolated Mn III ions (χMT ≈ 18.0 cm 3 ·mol −1 K with g = 1.99), they have been previously observed in ferromagnetically coupled [Mn6] systems [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] . Upon cooling, the χMT values rise gradually with decreasing temperature for both compounds, reaching maxima of 38.9 cm 3 mol −1 K at 8.0 K for 1 and 35.8 cm 3 ·mol −1 K at 17.0 K for 2. In both compounds, χMT values decrease at lower temperatures giving final values of 23.0 (1) and 13.0 cm 3 ·mol −1 K (2) at 2.0 K, which are observed due to the presence of intermolecular interactions and/or zero-field splitting (ZFS) effects. 
DC magnetic susceptibility measurements were performed on microcrystalline samples of 1 and 2 in the 2.0-300 K temperature range and under an external magnetic field of 0.1 T. The magnetic properties of 1 and 2 in the form of χ M T vs. T plot (χ M being the molar magnetic susceptibility), are shown in Figure 5 . The χ M T values observed at 300 K are approximately 20.2 and 20.7 cm 3 ·mol −1 K for 1 and 2, respectively. Although these values are somewhat higher than that expected for six magnetically isolated Mn III ions (χ M T ≈ 18.0 cm 3 ·mol −1 K with g = 1.99), they have been previously observed in ferromagnetically coupled [Mn 6 ] systems [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] . Upon cooling, the χ M T values rise gradually with decreasing temperature for both compounds, reaching maxima of 38.9 cm 3 mol −1 K at 8.0 K for 1 and 35.8 cm 3 ·mol −1 K at 17.0 K for 2. In both compounds, χ M T values decrease at lower temperatures giving final values of 23.0 (1) and 13.0 cm 3 ·mol −1 K (2) at 2.0 K, which are observed due to the presence of intermolecular interactions and/or zero-field splitting (ZFS) effects.
The experimental data of the χ M T vs. T plots of 1 and 2 were treated by using the 2J model described by the Hamiltonian of Equation (1), where J 1 and J 2 are the exchange coupling constants for the intramolecular Mn-Mn interactions associated with exchange pathways involving the Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles of the [Mn 6 ] core, and g is the Landé factor for the Mn III ions. The theoretical parameters thus obtained are summarized in Table 2 .
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These features reveal an intramolecular ferromagnetic coupling between the Mn III metal ions in both 1 and 2. In previous studies dealing with DFT calculations on salicylamidoxime-based [Mn 6 ] complexes [16] , a critical angle (ca. 27.0 • ) that is directly correlated to the Mn-N-O-Mn exchange pathway between neighboring Mn III ions was found. Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles upper than this critical angle switch the magnetic exchange from antiferromagnetic (J < 0) to ferromagnetic (J > 0). Given that 1 and 2 show Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles higher than 27.0 • , it would be expected to obtain a ferromagnetic coupling as the predominant magnetic interaction for both compounds, as observed experimentally ( Figure 5 and Table 2 ). The experimental data of the χMT vs. T plots of 1 and 2 were treated by using the 2J model described by the Hamiltonian of Equation (1), where J1 and J2 are the exchange coupling constants for the intramolecular Mn-Mn interactions associated with exchange pathways involving the Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles of the [Mn6] core, and g is the Landé factor for the Mn III ions. The theoretical parameters thus obtained are summarized in Table 2 . These features reveal an intramolecular ferromagnetic coupling between the Mn III metal ions in both 1 and 2. In previous studies dealing with DFT calculations on salicylamidoxime-based [Mn6] complexes [16] , a critical angle (ca. 27.0°) that is directly correlated to the Mn-N-O-Mn exchange pathway between neighboring Mn III ions was found. Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles upper than this critical angle switch the magnetic exchange from antiferromagnetic (J < 0) to ferromagnetic (J > 0). Given that 1 and 2 show Mn-N-O-Mn torsion angles higher than 27.0°, it would be expected to obtain a ferromagnetic coupling as the predominant magnetic interaction for both compounds, as observed experimentally ( Figure 5 and Table 2 ).
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The complexes that form the large family of oxime-based [Mn III 6] SMMs display ground state spin values that vary from 4 to 12. In general, a spin value of S = 4 is found in antiferromagnetic [Mn III 6] systems, whereas ferromagnetic [Mn III 6] complexes show a spin value of S = 12. A ground state spin value of S = 12 was obtained for 1 and 2 from the magnetic susceptibility data, hence supporting the ferromagnetic nature for both compounds. Thus, the isotropic simulation of the magnetic susceptibility of 1 and 2 generated the plots of the energy versus total spin shown in Figure  6 . The first excited state found in 1 is S = 11 placed at 2.25 cm −1 , and the first excited state in 2 is also S = 11, which is located at 1.85 cm −1 (Figure 6 ). The complexes that form the large family of oxime-based [Mn III 6 ] SMMs display ground state spin values that vary from 4 to 12. In general, a spin value of S = 4 is found in antiferromagnetic [Mn III 6 ] systems, whereas ferromagnetic [Mn III 6 ] complexes show a spin value of S = 12. A ground state spin value of S = 12 was obtained for 1 and 2 from the magnetic susceptibility data, hence supporting the ferromagnetic nature for both compounds. Thus, the isotropic simulation of the magnetic susceptibility of 1 and 2 generated the plots of the energy versus total spin shown in Figure 6 . The first excited state found in 1 is S = 11 placed at 2.25 cm −1 , and the first excited state in 2 is also S = 11, which is located at 1.85 cm −1 ( Figure 6 ). (a) (b) Figure 6 . Plot of energy versus total spin state, extracted from the isotropic simulation of the susceptibility data for 1 (a) and 2 (b).
Additionally, variable temperature-variable field DC magnetization data were measured for 1 and 2 in the 2-7 K temperature and 0.5-7.0 T field ranges. The experimental data are given as reduced magnetization (M/NμB versus μoH/T) in Figure AC susceptibility measurements were performed on samples of 1 and 2 in the temperature range 2-10 K, in zero applied DC field, and a 3.9 G AC field oscillating in the 5-1000 Hz range of frequencies. Out-of-phase AC signals (χ′′M) for 1 and 2 are shown in Figure 8 . The respective χ′′M versus T plots exhibited frequency dependence of the χ′′M maxima for 1 and 2. This feature is consistent with SMM behavior. In addition, it was observed that the χ′′M maxima increased with the AC susceptibility measurements were performed on samples of 1 and 2 in the temperature range 2-10 K, in zero applied DC field, and a 3.9 G AC field oscillating in the 5-1000 Hz range of frequencies. Out-of-phase AC signals (χ M ) for 1 and 2 are shown in Figure 8 . The respective χ M versus T plots exhibited frequency dependence of the χ M maxima for 1 and 2. This feature is consistent with SMM behavior. In addition, it was observed that the χ M maxima increased with the decreasing frequency for both compounds. These data were fitted to the Arrhenius equation (τ = τ o exp(E # /k B T), where τ o is the pre-exponential factor, τ is the relaxation time, E # is the barrier to relaxation of the magnetization, and k B is the Boltzmann constant) and plotted in the respective insets of Figure 8 . The values obtained for the τ o and E # parameters are listed in 4 ] − (2) anions can be changed through the incorporation of anionic species that bring another physical property or functionality to the final material, for instance, conductivity or luminescence.
relaxation of the magnetization, and kB is the Boltzmann constant) and plotted in the respective insets of Figure 8 . The values obtained for the τo and E # parameters are listed in Table 2 . The E # values for 1 [66.0 K (45.9 cm −1 )] and 2 [41.0 K (28.5 cm −1 )] fall into the range for previously reported salicylamidoxime-based [Mn III 6] complexes (24.0 K (16.7 cm −1 ) < E # < 86.0 K (59.8 cm −1 )). Nevertheless, it is worth pointing out that the E # value calculated for 1 is the higher obtained so far for a cationic oxime-based [Mn III 6] 2+ single-molecule magnet. This last result is interesting since this type of cationic SMMs can be used as precursors of new multifunctional magnetic materials because the (ClO4) − (1) and [ReO4] − (2) anions can be changed through the incorporation of anionic species that bring another physical property or functionality to the final material, for instance, conductivity or luminescence.
Conclusions
In summary, two new members of the family of oxime-based [Mn6] complexes have been synthesized and magnetostructurally characterized. Both compounds display a magnetic behavior consistent with the single-molecule magnet (SMM) phenomenon. The barrier value to the relaxation of the magnetization (E # ) for compound 1 is the highest reported so far for cationic oxime-based [Mn6] 2+ systems. Finally, due to their cationic character, these singular SMMs could be used as suitable building blocks for preparing new magnetic materials, just by replacing the anion by another anionic species exhibiting an additional functionality, namely, conductivity or luminescence. This work is in progress. 
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